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InstItute for socIal research

The Institute for Social Research (ISF) is an in-
dependent foundation whose primary objectives 
are:

To promote the study and understanding of  ▪
social structures and social change, 
to develop practical and theoretical method- ▪
ologies in the study of social conditions,
and to encourage the development of profes- ▪
sional skills.

Ever since its foundation in 1950, the institute 
has been multidisciplinary in its orientation. 
Today the institute pursues research not only in 
all branches of the social sciences, but in his-
tory as well. ISF is currently one of the few social 
science environments outside the universities 
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Contact information
Institute for Social Research, Postbox 3233 Elisenberg, N-0208 Oslo, Norway
Visiting adress: Munthes gate 31 Telephone: (+47) 23 08 61 00  Fax: (+47) 23 08 61 01  
isf@socialresearch.no
www.socialresearch.no

that does not limit itself to the study of a parti-
cular segment of society. For further information 
see www.socialresearch.no
 The institute’s history and current position in 
social research bear witness to its long-standing 
desire to avoid drawing a sharp distinction bet-
ween basic and applied research. Both types of 
research are pursued in the same environment. 
We also work with the University of Oslo on rese-
arch projects and post-graduate education.
 In recent years much emphasis has been pla-
ced on establishing contact with ministries and 
unions, with a view to communicating research 
findings and identifying research needs. This 
type of contact is time-consuming, but it is enco-
uraging to experience a growing understanding 
of what social research can contribute and what 
its limitations are.

Munthes gate 31, Oslo



The economic and regulatory environment of the 
non-university institute sector has changed in re-
cent years. This essentially as a consequence of 
reforms and processes of change within sectors 
other than our own. For instance, the university 
sector is now required to procure research fun-
ding from external sources. This has led to shar-
per competition for project funds in areas where 
the non-university institutes used to predomina-
te. The university sector has a competitive advan-
tage moreover on pricing: several items included 
in project price estimates by the institutes are dif-
ficult to quantify for universities. One faces in ad-
dition competition from the consultancy sector. 
 The Government is presently working on a way 
of setting the basic grant for the institute sector. 
An important issue in this debate concerns the 
balance between academic quality and social 
relevance and the division of work between the institute and university sectors. In my opinion, the 
quality/relevance distinction seems rather contrived. Thematically relevant research is useless if it 
is substandard academically and scientifically. The special strength and social obligation of the in-
stitute sector are that it to a greater degree than the university sector has the qualifications in terms 
of its stock of specialist knowledge and capacity to study specific social issues. Such specialised 
competence does not exempt us from our duty to remain abreast of and align our research with the 
cutting edge of scientific research. 
 The Institute for Social Research is seeking to combine basic and applied research in several 
different ways. Most members of our scientific staff have a PhD or its equivalent, along with rese-
arch qualifications of a high order. We customise information for the research community (in the 
form of articles in journals) and for the general public (in the form of Norwegian-language mono-
graphs, compendiums and reports). Academically, 2007 proved a successful year for the Institute. 
The Institute’s scientific staff were involved in the publication of 10 books as authors, co-authors 
and editors; 70 articles were printed in various journals and the specialist literature; and 12 reports 
were issued in conjunction with the Institute’s in-house publications. Two PhD theses were comple-
ted. 
 Research at the Institute is increasingly international. We are involved in international project part-
nerships, researchers spend time at foreign-based institutions, we publish in international journals 
and are members of research networks. 
 ISF started the year with a new director. It will be an exciting challenge to help ISF maintain its 
ability to unite academic excellences with social relevance. One of the shorter-term goals is to widen 
our portfolio of projects funded by the EU and other international bodies. International funding al-
lows us to study the effects of globalisation while facilitating scientific collaboration with colleagues 
abroad. 

Ann-Helén Bay
Institute Director
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scIentIfIc staff

Staff input amounted to 52 person--years 
in 2007, with 36 from the scientific staff. 
Research is divided into five areas

Employment and working conditions ▪
Gender and society ▪
Civil society in transition ▪
Political institutions, voting and public   ▪
opinion
International migration, integration and eth- ▪
nic relations

 
In all, 65 active research projects in these 
areas were ongoing in 2007.

Scientific staff by discipline
Sociology 11
Political science 10
Economics 10
Social anthropology 6

History 1
Criminology 1
Human geography 1
Human rights 1
Total 41

Researchers by competence
Research professor 10
Senior researcher 16
Research fellow 7
Research assistant 8
Total 41

the BoarD

Appointed by the Norwegian 
Research Council:
Secretary General Anne Kari Lande Hasle 
Consultant Laila Stange (deputy member)

Appointed by the University of Oslo:
Professor Aanund Hylland (vice-chairman)
Professor Helge Pharo (deputy member) 
Professor Dag Album 
Professor Signe Howell (deputy member) 

Appointed by the board at the Institute
for Social Research:
Professor Eivind Smith (chairman) 
Senior advisor Marit Wårum (deputy member)
Advisor Terje Hauger
Political advisor Marianne Seip (deputy mem-
ber)

Appointed by the staff at the Institute 
for Social Research: 
Researcher Pål Schøne
Researcher Inés Hardoy (deputy member)
Researcher Ragnhild Steen Jensen 
Researcher Aagoth Storvik (deputy member)

scIentIfIc staff anD BoarD
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Library
The library primarily serves the Institute for 
Social Research and Norwegian Social Research 
(NOVA). It has a collection of nearly 50 000 
books, research reports, statistical publicati-
ons, Norwegian parliamentary publications etc. 
Its bibliographical database is accessible via 
the Internet. The library also subscribes to ap-
proximately 290 Nordic and international jour-
nals and enjoys access to the most important 
bibliographical databases in the social sciences.  
Head librarian: Sven Lindblad.

Information
The information department coordinates pu-
blication activities, liaises with the press and 
maintains the Institute’s web pages. It organizes 
the practical side of lectures and seminars and 
performs editorial and secretarial services for 
selected journals and organizations. Head of in-
formation: Jørgen Moland.
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IT department
The IT department handles all aspects of IT 
resources at ISF, NOVA and National Centre for 
Documentation on Disability. The most impor-
tant duties are maintaining the operation of the 
local net, simple database and spreadsheet pro-
gramme development, and individual support 
on office programmes and statistics. IT mana-
ger: Vegard Kleiven.

Project and administration
department
The project and administration department 
keeps the Institute’s accounts and handles the 
project administration. It is also responsible for 
mail services, reception and address databases. 
Office manager: Grete Svensen.

Cafeteria
The Institute cafeteria serves the Institute for 
Social Research, NOVA and The National Centre 
for Documentation on Disability.  
Cafeteria manager: Wenche Skistad.

aDmInIstratIve staff



Labour market integration and the mobilisation 
of groups that experience difficulties in the la-
bour market are prominent topics in today’s re-
search and policy debates. How does the labour 
market function for low-skilled workers and what 
kind of policies ease labour market access and 
better jobs? At the same time, wage dispersion 
seems to be on the rise, in particular at the top 
of the wage distribution. What are the reasons 
behind this development, and what are the con-
sequences? What is the relationship between 
unions and the welfare state, and how do they 
interact in both the labour market and in the 
area of politics? Research on working life and 
labour markets is a long-standing commitment 
at the Institute for Social Research. The interac-
tion between social policy, family policy and the 
labour market has gained increasing weight in 
our research efforts. 
 Our research aims to understand more fully 
employee behaviour, business adaptation, pub-
lic policy and the functioning of the labour mar-
ket. Such knowledge is of general interest as 
a basis for understanding social development. 
It is also important as a basis for decisions in 
politics, business and working life. Scientific 
knowledge is of vital importance to goal setting 
and implementation. Findings are published in 
national and international academic journals, in 
ISF’s own reports, and papers presented at con-
ferences.
 The Employment and Working Conditions 
Research Group is involved in a number of joint 
projects with centres outside Norway. They are fi-
nanced by the EU, NOS-S and the Nordic Council 
of Ministers. This co-operation will be maintained 
and expanded in the years to come.

2007 In BrIef
The Employment and Working Conditions 
Research Group has been awarded several large 
projects by the Norwegian Research Council. 
These include topics like the costs and benefits 
of reallocation and reorganisation, ownership 
structure of firms, the effects of immigrants on 
the labour market, and policies on integration 
of immigrants in the labour market. In addi-
tion, several research projects are financed by 
policy makers, such as the Ministry of Labour 
and Integration and Ministry of Children and 
Equality.
  One major theme has been the impact of immi-
gration on the labour market. In several projects 
lead by Marianne Røed and Pål Schøne, the im-
pact of immigration on the labour market of the 
native population and labour market integration 
of immigrants are analyzed. Another important 
theme has been the relationship between the 
design of unemployment benefits and outcomes 
such as the duration of unemployment and em-
ployment probabilities. In this field, Marianne 
Røed and Ines Hardoy have undertaken com-
parative studies across the Nordic countries in 
collaboration with other Nordic scholars. 
 Institute for Social Research was co-organ-
iser of the 2007 conference of the European 
Association of Labour Economists, welcoming 
about 400 participants from all over Europe to 
Oslo, in collaboration with the Frisch Centre and 
Department of Economics at the University of 
Oslo. 

Research area

employment anD workIng conDItIons
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projects 2007
Unemployment insurance and dynamics of  ▪
employment and economic exclusion among 
low income earners
Labour force participation among persons  ▪
with disabilities and impact of the Cooperation 
Agreement on a more Inclusive Workplace.
Labour market outcomes of low-skilled adults,  ▪
the impact of unemployment benefits
Training and education offered by the Public  ▪
Employment Service 
A viable welfare state. Equality and stability ▪
Analyses of the gender wage gap in Norway ▪
Changing work – the impact of reorganisation  ▪
and reallocation on establishment perform-
ance and well-being
The impact of immigration on employment  ▪
and wages of Norwegian workers
Labour market integration of non-western im- ▪
migrants – identifying policies that work
Does immigration grease the wheels of the la- ▪
bour market?
The Norwegian Bargaining model in an Equal  ▪

Pay Perspective
What do children mean for the gender wage  ▪
gap?
Strategic Institute Programme on ownership:  ▪
Challenges to the role of owner in modern 
economy

staff
Research Director: 
Erling Barth

Researchers: 
Harald Dale-Olsen 
Bjorn Dapi
Trygve Gulbrandsen 
Inés Hardoy 
Marte Kari Huse
Kjersti Misje Nilsen
Marianne Røed 
Pål Schøne 
Kristine von Simson
Aagoth Elise Storvik 
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The study of gender as a social and cultural 
category and the impact of gender relations 
on other aspects of modern Norwegian society 
is an important research area at the Institute. 
This research is concentrated around three 
broad themes: working life; family; and poli-
tics. These thematic fields are closely inter-
related, involving relations between the public 
and the private, and the state, market and civil 
society. 
 In particular, we want to explore different 
aspects of gender equality in the general con-
text of democracy and human rights, and how 
gender intersects with class and ethnic dif-
ferentiation in the context of a growing post-
industrial and multicultural society.   
 Through a combination of empirical studies 
and theoretical work our aim is to stimulate 
critical reflection and broad theoretical under-
standing of these issues, and to contribute to 
a body of research which has both academic 
and practical value.
 

2007 In BrIef
A major strand of our research focuses the re-
lations between gender, capital and ownership 
within the modern Norwegian economy. This 
research area also forms part of the Strategic 
Institute Programme on new forms of owner-
ship. Empirical research and theorization on 
market and capital relations seem to be ab-
sent from most of today’s gender research. In 
the ongoing project on gender, capital and ow-
nership in Norwegian business life, an histo-
rical study and an empirical study of individual 
enterprises and family firms in contemporary 
Norwegian society are being pursued in com-
bination.
 Another strand of research of the Gender 
and Society Group concerns changes in gen-
der attitudes and how they relate to new poli-
tics theory and modernization theory. In 2007 

Johannes Bergh completed his PhD disserta-
tion on this topic. His thesis “Gender Attitudes, 
New Politics, and Modernization – Four 
Studies of Continuity and Change in Modern 
Democracies”, focuses different aspects of 
changing gender attitudes towards, i.e. gender 
relations and gender equality policies; expla-
nations of the gender gap in class-voting; the 
relationship between female representation in 
politics and voter attitudes to the representa-
tion of women in political elites
 A third strand of resarch studies policy ma-
king and discourses at the intersection of gen-
der equality, ethnic minorities and family poli-
cies. The purpose of the project is to analyze 
how issues of gender equality intersect with 
family politics and minority/integration poli-
tics. The project aims to analyze conceptions 
of integration/ethnic minorities within family 
politics – and conceptions of family and gen-
der equality within integration politics. The qu-
estions addressed concern the extent to which 
policy makers take account of integration po-
litics in the design of gender equality, family 
policy and vice versa. The empirical project will 
analyze political documents on family, gender 
equality and integration politics in general 
and select specific cases involving all three di-
mensions. 
 In 2007 two different aspects of policy ma-
king processes were studied, first, consultative 
processes on policies to prevent forced marri-
ages; and second, the media debate summer 
2007 about policies to combat female genital 
mutilation. Finally, the Norwegian debate will 
be compared to Danish debates on these is-
sues, mainly focusing how diversity and ethnic 
minority issues are integrated in mainstream 
gender equality politics. This part of the pro-
ject will be carried out in cooperation with the 
University of Aalborg, and professor Anette 
Borchorst.

Research area

genDer anD socIety
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In 2007 a major project on new family forms 
and changing relations between parents and 
children after dissolution of marriage, was fi-
nished. Throughout the last ten years the num-
ber of parents choosing shared residence for 
children has increased considerably. In this 
project we explored parents’ and children’s 
experiences with this kind of custody arrange-
ment. The study is based on a survey of pa-
rents practising joint custody and qualitative 
interviews with children spending half of the 
time in each of the parent’s homes. The empi-
rical findings were published in the book Delt 
bosted (Shared Custody) in 2007 (Skjørten et 
al., 2007). The project is part of a general stra-
tegy to develop research on new family forms 
as a locus of change in gender relations. 
 The Gender and Society Group held a large 
seminar in 2007 on different aspect of family 
policies, focusing on a range of issues related 
to the situations of families: family, gender 
and family owned enterprises; reconciliation of 
work and family; families, children and shared 
residence; policies to hinder forced marriages; 
gendered violence in minority families, etc. 
Another important event was the launching 
of Jorun Solheim’s book Kjønn og modernitet 

(Gender and Modernity), which analyses chan-
ges in gender relations and the importance of 
ownership from the 18th century. In addition, 
the Gender and Society Group regularly arran-
ges seminars on central questions in gender 
research.
 

projects 2007
Children’s and parents’ experiences with  ▪
shared custody. 
Gender, knowledge and ownership – a study  ▪
of the cultural economy of modern gender 
relations.
Gender, capital and ownership – the signifi- ▪
cance of local ownership
Ideals, Realities and Policies: A Comparative  ▪
Study of Gender Cultures. 
Intersections: Gender equality politics, family  ▪
politics and integration politics.
Post-industrial working time – new concepts,  ▪
new realities?
Gender Attitudes, New Politics and  ▪
Modernization. Four Studies of Continuity and 
Change inModern Democracies

9

staff
Research Director: 
Mari Teigen

Researchers:
Johannes Bergh 
Fredrik Engelstad
Anne Lise Ellingsæter 
Ragnhild Steen Jensen 
Anne Krogstad 
Trude Langvasbråten
Julia Orupabo
Kristin Skjørten 
Jorun Solheim



Civil society research aims to increase our un-
derstanding of the civil field, in contrast to 
”state” and ”market”. We investigate changes 
in civil work, ownership and organization  as as-
pects of a wider set of data on the boundaries 
of civil society.
 The research takes place at the intersection of 
five axes:
 Democracy and participation: Civilian asso-
ciations – clubs and societies, foundations, co-
operatives and self-reliance organisations – are 
created to achieve collective goals. They do not 
create profit for private owners, and they enjoy a 
certain level of autonomy in relation to external 
agents. The legitimacy of civil societies has tradi-
tionally been based on the fact that they enable 
political/democratic participation, strengthen 
social bonds, increase local engagement, and 
function independently of state and marked. 
There are signs that all this is under pressure. 
 Network society and voluntary organizations: 
New social theories underscore a fundamental 
transformation of modern developed societies 
from hierarchical coordination to network coor-
dination. Network flexibility combined with new 
information and communication technologies 
transcend the limits of traditional social net-
works and explain the effectiveness and preva-
lence of the network as an organizational form in 
modern societies. These transformations affect 
mobilization of volunteering, the organization 
of voluntary activities and internal governance. 
Current research explores these transforma-
tions and their impact on the voluntary sector. 
 “Governance” – collaboration and steering: 
The term ”governance” covers a wide range of 
new relations between civilian, public and mar-
ket based actors. In a European context, interest 
in such relations are increasing. The research 
looks at partnerships and user contributions, 
financing and measures, and ownerships.
 Comparative studies of the voluntary sector: 
The Institute for Social Research coordinated 
the Norwegian part of the Johns Hopkins study, 

which showed that Norway has greater local 
commitment than many other countries. We 
seek to update the foundation of knowledge on 
which this inquiry rests, and compare Norway 
and other countries. 
 Property forms and civil society: Little schol-
arly attention has been paid to the foundation as 
a property form in Norway. Grant making foun-
dations are expanding as interest in this type 
of property form has developed. The Institute 
for Social Research focuses on the comparative 
advantages of foundations as vehicles for public 
and private actors to achieve public interest ob-
jectives.

2007 In BrIef
This year Karl Henrik Sivesind and Bernard 
Enjolras  were active in the CINEFOGO network, 
Civil Society and New Forms of Governance in 
Europe. This ”Network of excellence” is sup-
ported by the EU’s 6th Framework Programme. 
CINEFOGO seeks to promote citizens’ involve-
ment and social participation in policy-making. 
This requires knowledge of multiple identities, 
active citizenship and organized civil society. 
CINEFOGO is a consortium of more than forty uni-
versities and research institutes and a number 
of public service institutions in 15 European 
countries, as well as Harvard University in the 
USA, counting about 100 individual researchers. 
Sivesind is the coordinator for Norway.
 Among the publications of the group, it is 
woth noting:

Enjolras, Bernard and Ragnhild Holmen Waldahl  ▪
(2007), “Policy-making in Sport. The Norwegian 
Case.” International Review for the Sociology of 
Sport, 42(2):201−216.
Gullestad, Marianne (2007), ▪  Picturing Pity. Pitfalls 
and Pleasures in Cross-Cultural Communication. 
Image and Word in a North Cameroon Mission. 
Oxford, New York: Berghahn Books.
Lorentzen, Håkon and Lesley Hustinx: “Civic  ▪
Involvement and Modernization.” Journal of Civil 
Society, 3(2):101−118.

Research area

cIvIl socIety In transItIon
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Lorentzen, Håkon: “Norway.” I: Anheier, Helmut and  ▪
Siobhan Daly (eds), The Politics of Foundations: 
A Comparative Analysis. London: Routledge: 
254−266.
Seippel, Ørnulf: “Sports in Civil Society: Networks,  ▪
Social Capital and Influence.” European 
Sociological Review, 23(4):1-12.
Sivesind, Karl Henrik: “Structured, Qualitative  ▪
Comparisons. Between Singularity and Single-
Dimensionality.” I: Sotirios Sarantakos (ed.), 
Data Analysis, Vol. 2: Strategies of Data Analysis. 
Benchmarks in Social Research Methods Series 
London: Sage.

projects 2007
Public policies and voluntary associations • 
in sports
Sports as arenas of integration• 
Fitness centres and sport clubs: Physical • 
activities in modernity
Participation of elderly people in voluntary • 
organizations in Norway
European Voluntary Associations network • 
Social science data on sport and physical • 
activity
Voluntary work in sport organizations in • 

Oslo
Governmental tools and voluntary sport• 
Sport democracy: participation and disco-• 
urse 
CINEFOGO - Network of Excellence• 
Norwegian images of ‘Self’ and ‘Other’. A • 
study of a transnational knowledge regime
Visions and roles of foundations in Europe• 

staff
Research Director: 
Bernard Enjolras 
 
Researchers:
Line Dugstad
Marianne Gullestad 
Håkon Lorentzen
Ørnulf Seippel 
Karl Henrik Sivesind
Iselin Theien
Anne-Lene Bakken Ulseth 
Ragnhild Holmen Waldahl 
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The study of political behaviour and democracy 
covers several areas: 1) the actors and institu-
tions of representative democracy, and their 
interaction in a contemporary and historical 
perspective; 2) new forms of political participa-
tion, involvement and influence; 3) the “state of 
health” of democracy.
 The changing relationship between voters and 
parties, with increasing volatility and unpredic-
tability, requires constant monitoring and analy-
sis.
 Political participation has become a more 
complex phenomenon. A better understanding 
of what may be called the “the mechanisms of 
participation” is a major challenge for future re-
search. This incorporates participation in both 
electoral and non-electoral arenas such as di-
rect actions and citizen initiatives. An important 
question concerns whether participation in new 
arenas compensates for shrinking participation 
in conventional arenas, like elections.
 If participation in political processes is going 
to strengthen confidence in political actors and 
the political system, it must be perceived as me-
aningful by the citizens involved. High trust and 
confidence cannot be taken for granted even in 
established democracies. In time, increasing po-
litical distrust and withdrawal could undermine 
the democratic system. In Norway we see increa-
sing uneasiness particularly at the local level. 
Turnout is down at local elections and political 
recruitment is increasingly difficult. This calls for 
a closer scrutiny of the relationship between the 
local, regional and national level of government. 
 Immigration has introduced an ethnic com-
ponent to the question of political participation 
and influence even in a homogeneous country 
like Norway. The political rights granted the Sámi 
minority also call for more research.
 The mass media have become increasingly 
important as a link between citizens and politi-
cal leaders. Consequently, interaction between 
voters, leaders and the media has captured the 
interest of students of social and political pro-

cesses. New technology has opened up new 
channels of communication and information 
exchange. Studies of political communication in 
the mass media are vital in order to understand 
major trends in post-modern societies.

2007 In BrIef
Two major books were published in 2007. 
Demokrati og ansvar (Democracy and 
Responsibility) analyzed political representation 
in a multiparty system. It was written by Hanne 
Marthe Narud and Henry Valen, and represents 
the culmination of the latter author’s life-long 
devotion to studies of representation and vo-
ting. Henry Valen died shortly before the book 
was released. His death marks the end of more 
than fifty years of intense scholarly work at our 
institute, and of one of the pioneers of election 
studies in Norway.
 Norske velgere (Norwegian Voters), edited by 
Bernt Aardal, gives an in-depth analysis of con-
temporary trends among voters in connection 
with the parliamentary election of 2005. As for 
other publications from the Norwegian Election 
Studies, the book draws heavily on the long time 
series established in this programme. 
 Two major conferences were arranged in 
2007, both linked to research projects at our in-
stitute. The first was on “The Politics of Welfare 
Policy” and the second “Power, Democracy and 
ICT”. At these conferences, project participants 
(including ISF researchers Elin H. Allern, Rune 
Karlsen and Jo Saglie) presented their findings 
to a wider audience of civil servants, politicians 
and the mass media. The conferences were also 
transmitted over the Internet.

Research area

polItIcal InstItutIons, votIng anD puBlIc 
opInIon
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projects
The Norwegian Election Studies ▪
Delegation and responsibility in a multiparty  ▪
system
Power, democracy and ICT ▪
Digital elections ▪
The politics of welfare policy ▪
National elites under pressure: Stability and  ▪
change in elite structures and elite behaviour 
in a globalized world
New urban regions – changing participation?  ▪
Citizens, parties and civil society
Democratic governance in a multi-level sys- ▪
tem: How Norwegian local government deals 
with national policies 
The 2007 Local Democracy Study ▪
“Political Integration of Immigrants: A study  ▪
of Participation and Representation in 
Norwegian Local Politics” 
Cultural capital and gender. Elites in Norway  ▪
and France
The history of shipping in Norway ▪
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staff
Research Director: 
Bernt Aardal

Researchers:
Elin Haugsgjerd Allern
Johannes Bergh
Tor Bjørklund
Rune Karlsen 
Anne Krogstad 
Even Lange
Hanne Marthe Narud
Stine Renate Otterbekk
Jo Saglie 
Francis Sejersted 
Guro Elin Stavn
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The research group works in the intersection 
between the national and the international 
arena. National challenges need to be analyzed 
as aspects of the wider international context. 
Research on multicultural society – be it the 
impact of human rights, access control or inte-
gration policies – needs a comparative perspec-
tive alongside studies of more specific national 
factors.
 An overarching perspective for the research 
group is how society should be organized in or-
der to realize ideals of equality and equal tre-
atment in combination with tolerance of diffe-
rence. The interplay between ethnicity, religion, 
class and gender is central in understanding 
this broad field in which concepts like identity, 
trust, interest, pluralism, nationhood, exclusion 
and inclusion feed analysis. The research group 
makes use of qualitative methods (interviews, 
historical data, discourse analysis, fieldwork) as 
well as quantitative measures, such as surveys 
and statistic data. 

2007 In BrIef
Keywords for the research projects of this group 
in 2007 are: Democracy and participation, 
conflicting rights in a multicultural setting, wel-
fare state dilemmas in integration endeavours, 
asylum policies, ethnic minorities on the labour 
market, immigration history and citizenship the-
ory. 
 Relatively new in the group’s approach is 
cooperation with legal scholars specialising in 
asylum policies and conflicting rights, e.g. freed-
om of religion versus equal rights of women and 
children. These studies investigate different 
aspects of how international conventions and 
directives are incorporated into Norwegian po-
licy. One research project focuses on dilemmas 
of admitting headscarves and other religious 
symbols in public areas, concerns about legal 
pluralism and problems engendered at the inter-
face between multiculturalism and democracy. 

One study explores the challenge of incorpora-
ting the UN Convention of Children’s rights into 
asylum policy in Norway and discusses the sta-
tus of accompanied children in their family’s 
asylum application and the asylum children’s 
rights to equal education, health and care. A 
third study deals with asylum policies in the 
European Union, discussing how the Norwegian 
reception system stands when compared to the 
EU Directive on reception conditions.
 The group has been involved in research that 
revolves around issues of participation – partici-
pation as citizens, political participation of immi-
grant groups, participation in the labour market, 
and questions about how the welfare state can 
be organized in ways that encourage and enable 
participation.  
 Research has also been undertaken on inte-
gration as a practical activity, as something peo-
ple are employed to do in a range of institutional 
settings, most of them local and engaged in di-
rect relations with clients and users.
 Immigration history has been one of the priori-
ties in recent years, and in 2006 a research pro-
ject on the “Nordic welfare state and its others  
– 1945-2005” started up. The combination of 
economic success and high levels of social justi-
ce has drawn considerable interest to the Nordic 
welfare states from the international research 
community. Far less attention has been devoted 
to the Nordic solutions to the challenges arising 
from international migration and increasing cul-
tural and ethnic diversity. The research project 
discusses how welfare states with such high 
ambitions and strong sense of egalitarianism as 
the Nordic cope with the pressures of immigra-
tion and challenges to national unity presented 
by growing immigrant populations. This year a 
research fellow was seconded to  the research 
group. She will be working on the Nordic welfare 
state project. Her study will mainly deal with the 
changes in education and integrations policies.
 Informal Child Migration in Europe (N-ICME) is 
a project investigating how informal networks of 

Research area

InternatIonal mIgratIon, IntegratIon, 
anD ethnIc relatIons
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care constitute a social and cultural potential for 
children and adult caretakers involved in infor-
mal and illegal migration within and into Europe. 
The part of the project conducted at ISF explores 
how informal child migration forms part of im-
migrants’ strategies and how this is interpreted 
and dealt with by the Norwegian authorities.

projects 2007
• Multicultural democracies and political inte-
gration in large cities. A comparative study
• The Nordic Welfare State and its Others - 
Immigration, Citizenship and Governance in 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark 1945-2005
• Integration and bureaucracy. Administration, 
knowledge and power in the multicultural city
• Evaluation of introductory programmes for 
newly arrived refugees
•Talking about labour market integration. 
Discourses, theories and alliances in Sweden
• Democracy, religious freedom and women’s 
human rights
• Asylum seeker children and children rights 
• Reception conditions for asylum seekers in 
Norway and the EU

• International students and immigration to 
Norway
• Transnational informal child migration in 
Norway: Dilemmas in international and natio-
nal regulations on family life and citizenship
• Strategic institute program: Migration and 
democracy
• Ethnic minorities on the labour market: 
Knowledge on the problems of getting a job

staff

Research Director: 
• Hilde Lidén

Researchers:
• Tonje Bentzen
• Tordis Borchgrevink
• Anja Bredal
• Jan Paul Brekke 
• Grete Brochmann
• Anniken Hagelund
• Jon Rogstad
• Hilde Rusten
• Idunn Seland
• Monica Five Aarset



an InternatIonal focus
- the unique vantage point of an independent institute with wide-ranging social research
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An outsider’s perspective
- Being a centre of social scientific research in a 
non-EU member state – but with extensive ties 
nonetheless with the EU family of nations – gi-
ves ISF a unique vantage point, says Jan-Paul 
Brekke, expert on migration at ISF. 
 - While we have the knowledge and access to 
perform analyses of the highest calibre, we can 
approach issues from the perspective of an out-
sider, says Brekke. 
 By 2010 a great deal of work will have been 
done to harmonize migration and asylum polici-
es in the EU. ISF is monitoring this process very 
closely. Two years ago, the EU Commission asked 
the Brussels-based research network Odysseus 
to evaluate the implementation of ten directives 
in the field of immigration and asylum by the 
twenty-seven member states. ISF’s involvement 
here concerns the evaluation of reception con-
ditions. Vigdis Vevstad is Norway’s Odysseus 
representative. Working with Jan-Paul Brekke at 
ISF she co-authored the Norwegian study which 
received high praise from the Commission in 
2007. 

Civil society studies
ISF’s civil society research team coordinated the 
Norwegian part of a 30-nation strong compara-
tive project led by the Johns Hopkins University. 
 - The study revealed higher local commitment 
in Norway than in many other countries. We are 
currently updating the study’s database and loo-

king more closely at how Norway compares with 
other countries, says Bernard Enjolras, head of 
civil society studies at ISF.
 ISF is Norway’s liaison with the EU network 
“Civil Society and New Forms of Governance 
in Europe” (CINEFOGO). This “network of excel-
lence”, funded under the EU’s Sixth Framework 
Programme, seeks to enhance our understan-
ding of social and democratic processes, citi-
zenship and democratic participation in Europe. 
To this end we need to learn more about the mul-
tiple identities, forms of active citizenship and 
organized civil society. The civil society research 
team at the institute plays an active part in the 
study of Social and Health Services of General 
Interest (SHSGI) in the European Union and ci-
tizens’ participation in civil society networks in 
Europe.

The Scandinavian model
- The Scandinavian model offers a useful con-
trast to other European countries along seve-
ral dimensions of working life and labour mar-
ket, says Erling Barth, Research Director at the 
Institute for Social Research. Barth has a seat 
on the Executive Committee of the European 
Association of Labour Economists (EALE).  
- Our research is increasingly focused on the re-
lationship between the welfare state and the la-
bour market”, he points out.
 - The Labour Market Research Group at ISF is 
affiliated to several networks of labour econo-

Internationalisation has been buzzword number one in academia in recent years. In addition to 
publishing in international journals, research institutions are expected to obtain funding from 
abroad, preferably the EU. But why should the EU want to spend money on social researchers in 
Norway? What can we offer?

We can provide an inside-outside perspective. ▪
Scandinavia’s welfare system and wage model are of great interest to countries of the EU.  ▪
We can be an efficient coordinator of networks and joint projects in areas where we lead the  ▪
field. A few examples are voluntary sector studies, gender and society studies and electoral 
systems studies.
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mists in Europe. ISF was one of the local orga-
nisers of the 2007 conference of the European 
Association of Labour Economists in Oslo. We 
are party to COST’s research network Action 
A23: “The Evaluation of European Labour Market 
Programmes”, and have been partners in EU-
funded research projects under both the Fifth 
and Sixth Framework Programmes. We have a 
focus on immigration policies, changing work re-
lations, wage structures and institutions of the 
labour market. We also conduct evaluation stu-
dies of labour market policies, says Barth. 

Selected international projects at iSF
CINEFOGO: scientific seminar «Between State and  ▪
Citizen – The role of Civic Elements in the Governance 
and Production of Social Services»
Party Patronage in Contemporary European  ▪
Democracies
Changing Work - The impact of Reorganisation and  ▪
Reallocation on Establishment Performance and 
Worker Well Being
Reception conditions for asylum seekers in Norway  ▪
and the EU.
The politics of welfare policy ▪
The Nordic Welfare state and its others. Immigration,  ▪
Citizenship and Governance in Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark 1945 – 2005.
Study on social and health services of general interest  ▪
in the European Union» for the European Commission, 
DG Employment, social affairs and equal opportunity.
CIRIEC «Social services of general interest and govern- ▪
ance»
Unemployment insurance and the dynamics of em- ▪
ployment and economic exclusion among low income 
earners.
The economic impacts of immigration in receiving  ▪
countries

The Johns Hopkins Comparative Nonprofit Project. ▪
Third Sector and Political Ideologies ▪
Det felles nordiske arbeidsmarkedet 1954-2004 [The  ▪
Common Nordic Labour Market 1954 – 2004]
Unemployment insurance and the dynamics of em- ▪
ployment and economic exclusion among low income 
earners.
Labour market outcome of low-skilled adults. The  ▪
impact of unemployment benefits. A comparative 
analysis based on three Nordic countries.
Labour market integration of non-western immigrants -  ▪
identifying policies that work
European Voluntary Associations in the Modern and ▪
the Contemporary Period ▪
Kjønn, makt og dannelse i politiske og statlige organ- ▪
isasjoner. En sammenlignende studie av Norge og 
Frankrike [Sex, Power and Manners in Political and 
Government Organisations. A comparative study of 
Norway and France]
Politisk entydighet og sosial differensiering: En  ▪
komparativ studie av skandinavisk statsfeminisme 
[Political Unity and Social Differentiation: A compara-
tive study of Scandinavian state-feminism]
Intersections: Gender equality politics, family politics  ▪
and integration politics
The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) ▪
Political Leaders and Democratic Elections ▪

Left to right: Jan-Paul Brekke, Erling Barth and Bernard Enjolras
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InternatIonal cooperatIon 2007

The Institute for Social Research promotes inter-
national cooperation through projects, publish-
ing, visits and assignments in international orga-
nisations. Cooperation with excellent institutions 
at home and abroad contributes to increased 
quality and higher competence. About one third 
of the Institute’s projects have foreign partners. 

project partners

In 2007 the researchers at ISF had project part-
ners at the following international institutions:

Aalborg University, Denmark ▪
Australian National University ▪
Centre de Recherche et d’Information sur la  ▪
Démocratie et l’Autonomie, Paris, France
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique,  ▪
Bourdeaux, France
CIRIEC Université de Liège, Belgium ▪
Ecole nationale d’administration  ▪
publique,Québec, Canada
Estonian Institute of Humanities ▪
European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and  ▪
Research, Vienna, Austria 
European University Institute, Florence (EUI),  ▪
Italy
Göteborg University, Sweden ▪
Institute of Social Work and Social Education,  ▪
Frankfurt, Germany
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA ▪
Labour Institute for Economic Research,  ▪
Helsinki, Finland
Leiden University, Belgium ▪
Lund University, Sweden ▪
McGill University, Montreal, Canada ▪
Mid-Sweden University ▪
Münster University, Germany ▪
Netherlands Institute for Social Research ▪
Odysseus - Academic Network of Lawyers,  ▪
Brusse
Open University Milton Keynes, United  ▪

Kingdom
Policy Studies Institute, London ▪
Roskilde University ▪
Social Science Research Center, Berlin,  ▪
Germany
Stockholm School of Economics ▪
Stockholm University ▪
Svenska social- och kommunalhögskolan,  ▪
Helsingfors Universitet, Finland
The Aarhus School of business, Denmark ▪
Universidad del Zulia, Venezuela ▪
Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium ▪
Université de la méditerranée, Marseille,  ▪
France
Université de Paris I, France ▪
Université de Quebec à Montréal, Canada ▪
Universiteit van Amsterdam, Netherlands ▪
University of Brescia, Italy ▪
University of California, Berkeley, USA ▪
University of Cologne, Germany ▪
University of Copenhagen, Denmark ▪
University of Helsinki, Finland ▪
University of Kent, United Kingdom ▪
University of Mannheim, Germany ▪
University of Milano, Italy ▪
University of Ngaoundéré, Cameroun ▪
University of Silesia, Poland ▪
University of Southern Denmark ▪
University of Strathclyde, Scotland ▪
University of Toronto, Canada ▪
University of Twente, Holland ▪
University of the West of England ▪
Uppsala University, Sweden ▪
University of Vienna, Austria ▪
University of Aarhus, Denmark ▪
Vienna University of Economics and  ▪
Business, Austria
Örebro University, Sweden ▪
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assIgnments In InternatIonal 
scIentIfIc organIsatIons

The researchers had assignments in the follo-
wing international scientific organisations:

Chaire d'Economie Sociale, Université de  ▪
Québec à Montréal
Civil Society and New Forms of Governance in  ▪
Europe (CINEFOGO)
The Comparative Study of Elections and  ▪
Representative Democracy (CSES)
Cost Action 23: The Evaluation of European  ▪
Labour Market Programmes
EMES European Research Network ▪
European Association of Labour Economists  ▪
(EALE)
European Consortium for Sociological  ▪
Research (ECSR)
European Institute of Social Security ▪
European Sociological Association ▪
Europen Science Foundation ▪
European Voluntary Associations in the  ▪
Modern and the Contemporary Period
Forum for nordisk etnografi ▪
International Committee for Research into  ▪
Election and Representative Democracy 
(ICORE)
International Scientific Commission of CIRIEC  ▪
on Social and Cooperative Economy
International Political Science Association  ▪
International Sociological Association ▪
International Society for Nonprofit Research ▪
Modélisation appliquée trajectoires insti- ▪
tutionnelles stratégies socio-economiques 
(MATISSE) Université Paris I, Pantheon-
Sorbonne
New Opportunities for Research Funding  ▪
Agency Co-operation in Europe (NORFACE) 
ERA-Net
Scientific Advisory Board for European Social  ▪
Survey i European Science Foundation
The institute for the Study of labour, IZA,  ▪
Bonn
19th Nordic Congress of Gerontology ▪

Isf aBroaD
ISF researchers were invited to present rese-
arch and/or deliver lectures by the following 
institutions: 

Guest lectures:
Centre d’Etudes d’Emploi, Paris, France ▪
Sciences Po, Paris, France ▪
University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands ▪
University of Aarhus, Denmark ▪

Guest visits:
Boston College, USA ▪
Centre d’Etudes d’Emploi, Paris, France ▪
Université Marseille-Méditérannée, France ▪



Research is published in reports, books, jour-
nals, anthologies and communicated verbally at 
specialist conferences. While research is gene-
rally conveyed to clients in the form of reports or 
papers, verbal presentations, seminars and the 
popular press are used as well. Students and re-
search fellows are kept up to date by teachers 
and advisors. A comprehensive list of reports, 
articles, books and conference papers is printed 
on page 23-28.
 The Internet is the most important public 
information tool, with visits per day averaging 
in 2007 almost 1200, up on 900 in 2006, and 
about 180 when registration began in early 
2003. 

Reports
The Institute often publishes the results of its 
projects in Rapporter – Reports – one of the 
Institute’s own series. Earlier issues are availa-
ble for downloading from our web pages at 
www.samfunnsforskning.no. Paper copies (and 
all of our books) can be ordered from the same 
page. Twelve reports were published in 2007, 
the same number as in 2006. 

www.socialresearch.no
Maintaining and updating the Institute’s web 
pages is taken very seriously at the Institute. 
Researchers post new publications, projects 
and arrangements, write items of topical inte-
rest, abstracts and present publications and 
projects. 
 The design of our web site and its contents 
have not changed in 2007, during which visit 
countered recorded about 1200 visits per day. 
This is the general average throughout the year, 
though there are spikes at the start of the acade-
mic terms. All in all, samfunnsforskning.no had 
450,000 separate visits in 2007, up on 300,000 
in 2006, 260,000 in 2005 and 180,000 in 
2003. The number of visits is high, suggesting 
that the typical visitor continues to explore many 
of the pages on the site. Subscriptions for our 

electronic news service rose to 1039, up from 
831 in 2006 and 609 in 2005. The figures refer 
to the number of entries, not individual subscri-
bers. Subscribers who do not want the whole 
news package (373 persons) may be registered 
on several subgroups. 

Meetings, seminars and conferences
Researchers at the Institute meet clients and 
user groups on a regular basis, often informally 
in connection with the handing over of a project 
report, and at seminars attended by users. 
 The Institute hosted several arrangements 
for clients in 2007, including seminars and the 
Late Summer Get-together. Afternoon debates 
and book presentations are open to the public, 
clients, academics, journalists. 

ISF Abstracts
Abstracts are published every four months in ISF 
Sammendrag (ISF Abstracts), and include sum-
maries of books published externally and articles 
printed in Norwegian and international journals 
and anthologies. The abstracts are published for 
the benefit of the media, government, organisa-
tions and research centres. Subscriptions are 
free, and can be registered on our web pages or 
by getting in touch with the Institute. 

communIcatIng research
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Isf onlIne
www.samfunnsforskning.no | www.socialresearch.no 

On the institute’s web pages you can:
Download reports, articles and journals in full text  ▪
PDF
Order all types of publications ▪
Read presentations of the institute’s researchers  ▪
and research projects
Find links to Norwegian and international web  ▪
resources in the social sciences
Read and subscribe to news from ISF ▪



 

puBlIshIng anD eDItorIal work

The staff at ISF publish results of research projects in institute reports, books, articles in journals 
and anthologies and as papers presentations at scientific conferences. Results can also be publis-
hed at lectures, seminars and in the press. In addition, the researchers communicate their research 
through lectures and teaching of students and research fellows.
 In addition to the ISF Report series, the Institute is responsible for the following four scientific jour-
nals:
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comparatIve socIal research
The yearbook Comparative 
Social Research aims at furt-
hering the international orien-
tation in the social sciences. 
Each volume is concentrated 
on a specific topic, mostly of 
substantive, but also of met-
hodological character. As a 
rule, the articles presents two 
or more cases for compari-

son, be they nations, regions, organizations, or 
social units at different points of time. The the-
mes of the most recent volumes have been the 
multicultural challenge, comparative studies of 
culture and power, and conscription in the armed 
forces. Comparative Social Research is publis-
hed by Elsevier Science.

focus on the workIng lIfe
Søkelys på arbeidlivet (Focus 
on the Working Life) is publis-
hed by the institute with finan-
cial support from the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Inclusion 
and the Norwegian Research 
Council. The periodical is in-
tended as a supplement to 
existing publications on the 

labour market and labour research, and it aims 
at making research findings available to a wider 
circle of readers. 

norDIc journal of polItIcal 
economy

Nordic Journal of Political 
Economy (NOPEC) is publis-
hed twice a year. The editors 
welcome submissions from 
all areas of economics and 
social science. Submissions 
are subject to a standard re-
feree process. The journal 
publishes articles that are re-

levant to political and normative issues, survey 
papers for a general audience of economists and 
social scientists, inter-disciplinary papers as well 
as empirical research from the Nordic countries. 
The editors of the journal organise annual confe-
rences. From 2007 NOPEC is only published on-
line.

journal of socIal research
In 1960, the Institute estab-
lished the Tidsskrift for sam-
funnsforskning (Journal of 
Social Research). The journal 
is published by Universitets-
forlaget (Norwegian University 
Press). Aside from original ar-
ticles by Norwegian resear-
chers often based on empiri-

cal studies, the journal contains book reviews, 
debates on current issues, review articles and 
articles on research policy. Issues on special the-
mes are also published.



Publication activities at ISF in 2007
Articles in international scientific referee journals  16

Articles in national scientific referee journals 25

Scientific monographs 5

Scientific books, textbooks or other autonomous publications 7

Articles in scientific books 18

Chapters or articles in textbooks, proceedings, scientific journals 11

Reports in own report series 11

Reports in external report series 4

Lectures/presentations of papers/posters 45

Articles and lectures in popular science 77

Editorials, feature articles, etc. published in periodicals and newspapers 22
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eDItorIal work 2007
In 2007, the scientific staff at ISF were editors, 
guest editors, members of editorial boards and 
referees in a wide range of Nordic and interna-
tional journals.

Editor, guest editor, member of the 
editorial board
International journals:

Acta Sociologica ▪
British Journal of Industrial Relations ▪
Comparative Social Research ▪
European Societies ▪
Gender & Society ▪
Nordic Journal of Political Economy ▪
International review of social economy (RECMA) ▪
Revista de Economia Publica ▪
Revue d’analyse comparée en administration publique ▪
Rhetorica Scandinavica ▪
The Annals of Public and Cooperative Economics ▪
The European Journal of Cultural Studies ▪  

Norwegian journals:
Nora – Nordic Journal of Women’s Studies ▪
Norsk Tidsskrift for migrasjonsforskning ▪
Nytt Norsk Tidsskrift  ▪
Samtiden ▪
Sosiologi i dag ▪
Sosiologisk tidsskrift ▪
Stat og styring ▪
Søkelys på arbeidsmarkedet ▪
Tidsskrift for kjønnsforskning ▪
Tidsskrift for samfunnsforskning ▪
Tidsskrift for velferdsforskning ▪

Referees
International journals:

Acta Borealia  ▪
Acta Sociologica  ▪

Annals of public and cooperative Economics  ▪
British Journal of Industrial Relations  ▪
British Journal of Sociology  ▪
Childhood  ▪
Economica  ▪
European Societies  ▪
European Sport Management Quarterly  ▪
Industrial Relations ▪
International Journal of the Economics of Business ▪
Journal of Civil Society  ▪
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies  ▪
Journal of Labor Economics  ▪
Journal of Population Economics  ▪
Journal of Refugee Studies  ▪
Journal of Social Policy  ▪
Labour Economics  ▪
Men and Masculinities  ▪
Party Politics  ▪
Personnel Review ▪
Recherches Economiques de Louvain ▪
Scandinavian Journal of Management  ▪
Scandianvian Journal of Public Health  ▪
Scandinavian Political Studies  ▪
Sexualities  ▪
Social Forces  ▪
Sport in Society  ▪
The Manchester School  ▪
Voluntas  ▪

Nordic journals:
Kritisk Juss ▪
Norma (Nordisk tidsskrift for maskulinitetsstudier) ▪
Nordic Journal of Religion and Society ▪
Norsk tidsskrift for migrasjonsforskning ▪
Sosiologi i dag. ▪
Sosiologisk tidsskrift ▪
Sosiologisk årbok ▪
Søkelys på arbeidslivet ▪
Tidsskrift for kjønnsforskning ▪
Tidsskrift for norsk psykologforening ▪
Tidsskrift for samfunnsforskning ▪
Tidsskrift for ungdomsforskning ▪



Books
Engelstad, Fredrik & Trygve Gulbrandsen (Eds.): 
Comparative Studies of Social and Political Elites. Oxford: 
Elsevier Science.  

Gullestad, Marianne: Misjonsbilder. Bidrag til norsk selv-
forståelse. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget. 

Gullestad, Marianne: Picturing Pity. Pitfalls and Pleasures 
in Cross-Cultural Communication. Image and Word in a 
North Cameroon Mission. Oxford: Berghahn Books. 

Lorentzen, Håkon: Moraldannende kretsløp. Stat, sam-
funn og sivilt engasjement. Oslo: Abstrakt forlag. 

Narud, Hanne Marthe and Henry Valen: Demokrati og 
ansvar. Politisk repre-sentasjon i et flerpartisystem. Oslo: 
Damm.

Rogstad, Jon: Demokratisk fellesskap. Politisk inkludering 
og etnisk mobilisering. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget. 

Skjørten, Kristin, Rolf Barlindhaug & Hilde Lidén: Delt 
bosted for barn. Oslo: Gyldendal Akademisk. 

Solheim, Jorun: Kjønn & modernitet. Oslo: Pax. 

Storberget, Knut, Beret Bråten, Ellen Rømming, Kristin 
Skjørten & Astri Aas-Hansen (Eds.): Bjørnen sover. Om 
vold i familien. Oslo: H. Aschehoug & Co. 

Aardal, Bernt (Ed.): Norske Velgere. En studie av 
stortingsvalget i 2005. Oslo: N.W. Damm & Søn (B 
2007:006). 

 

artIcles
Akkerman, Tjitske & Anniken Hagelund: ”Women and 
children first!’ Anti-immigration parties and gender in 
Norway and the Netherlands”. Patterns of Prejudice, 
41(2):197-214.

Allern, Elin Haugsgjerd & Karina Pedersen: ”The Impact 
of Party Organisa-tional Changes on Democracy”. West 
European Politics, 30(1):68-92. 

Allern, Elin Haugsgjerd, Nicholas Aylott & Flemming Juul 
Christiansen: ”Social Democrats and trade unions in 
Scandinavia: The decline and persistence of institutional 
relationships”. European Journal of Political Research, 
46(5):607-635. 

Bay, Ann-Helén, Ottar Hellevik & Tale Hellevik: ”Svekker 
innvandring oppslutningen om velferdsstaten?” Tidsskrift 
for samfunnsforskning, 48(3):377-405. 

Bergh, Johannes: ”Explaining the Gender Gap. A Cross-
National Analysis of Gender Differences in Voting”. 
Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties, 
17(3):235-261. 

Bergh, Johannes: ”Gender Attitudes and Modernization 
Processes”. International Journal of Public Opinion 
Research, 19(1):5-23. 

Berglund, Frode & Bernt Aardal: ”Politisk deltakelse - håp 
for nye generasjoner?” In: Bernt Aardal (Ed.), Norske 
velgere. En studie av stortingsvalget 2005. Oslo: N. W. 
Damm & Søn:303-320. 

Borchgrevink, Tordis: ”The Hijab Debate and the Liberal 
Dilemma”. Tidsskrift for kjønnsforskning, (2):39-54. 

Bredal, Anja: ”Den ”spesielle” volden. Vold mot mino-
ritetsjenter på sidelinjen”. In: Knut Storberget, Ellen 
Rømming, Kristin Skjørten & Astri Aas-Hansen (Eds.), 
Bjørnen sover. Om vold i familien. Oslo: H. Aschehoug & 
Co.:57.60. 

Bredal, Anja: ”Utlendingsloven mot tvangsekteskap: 
Om kunnskapsgrunnlaget for menneskerettslige av-
veininger”. Nordisk Tidsskrift for Menneskerettigheter, 
24(3):218-231. 

Brochmann, Grete & Anniken Hagelund: ”Velferd og 
innvandrere. For mye, feil eller ikke nok?” Tidsskrift for 
samfunnsforskning, 48(2):267-274 

Ellingsæter, Anne Lise: ”Postindustriell arbeidstid – 
nye realiteter, nye begreper?” Søkelys på arbeidslivet, 
24(1):15-23. 

Ellingsæter, Anne Lise: ”’Old’ and ’new’ politics of time 
to care: three Norwegian reforms”. Journal of European 
Social Policy, 17(1):49-60. 

Ellingsæter, Anne Lise & Lars Gulbrandsen: ”En uventet 
vending - offentlig barneomsorg etter kontantstøtten”. 
Tidsskrift for velferdsforskning, 10 (3):168-180.

Ellingsæter, Anne Lise & Lars Gulbrandsen : ”Closing the 
child care gap: The interaction of childcare supply and 
mothers’ agency in Norway”. Journal of Social Policy, 
36(4):649-669.

Ellingsæter, Anne Lise & Arnlaug Leira : 
”Familienpolitische Reformen in Skandinavien – 
Gleichbrechtigung der Geslchter und Wahlfreiheit der 
Eltern”. WSI-Mitteilungen, 10/2007:546-553.

Engelstad, Fredrik: ”Introduction: Social and political 
elites in modern democracies”. In: Fredrik Engelstad & 
Trygve Gulbrandsen (Eds.) Comparative Studies of Social 
and Political Elites. Comparative Social Research 23. 
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Enjolras, Bernard & Ragnhild Holmen Waldahl: ”Policy-
making in Sport. The Norwegian Case”. International 
Review for the Sociology of Sport, 42(2):201-216. 

Enjolras, Bernard: ”Idrettens næringsmessige betyd-
ning: Både frivillighet og kommersialisme?” In: Andreas 
Hompland (Ed.) Idrettens dilemmaer. Oslo: Akilles:77-88. 

Enjolras, Bernard: ”Norvège: une gouvernance fragmen-
tée, du néo-corporatisme à la pluralité des réseaux”. 
Télescope Revue d’Analyse Com-parée en Administartion 
Publique, 13(2):1-8. 

Gulbrandsen, Trygve & Ursula Hoffmann-Lange: 
”Consensus or polarization? Business and Labour Elites 
in Germany and Norway”. In: Fredrik Engelstad & Trygve 
Gulbrandsen (Eds.), Comparative studies of social 
and political elites. Comparative Social Research 23, 
2006:103-135.  

Gulbrandsen, Trygve: ”Bidrar samarbeid i arbeidslivet 
til ideologisk moderasjon?” Søkelys på arbeidslivet, 
24(2):195-206. 

Gulbrandsen, Trygve: ”Elite Integration and Institutional 
Trust in Norway”. Comparative Sociology, 6(1-2):190-214. 

Hagelund, Anniken: ”’But they are Norwegians!’ Talking 
about culture at school”. Ethnography and Education, 
2(1):127-143.

Hagelund, Anniken: ”Byråkratiske møter med sårbarhet. 
Snillhetskontroll i arbeid med flyktninger”. Sosiologi i dag, 
37(3-4):143-165 

Hoffmann-Lange, Ursula & Trygve Gulbrandsen: ”Die 
Verankerung der Sozioökonomischen Konfliktlinie 
in den Deutschen Eliten”. In: Nils Bandelow & 
Wilhelm Bleek (Eds.), Einzelinteressen und kollekti-
ves Handeln in Demokratien. Wiesbaden: Verlag für 
Sozialwissenschaften: 187-207. 

Holberg, Sunniva: ”Kampen om de kristne velgerne: 
mellom tro og tradi-sjon”. In: Bernt Aardal (Ed.) Norske 
velgere. En studie av stortingsvalget i 2005. Oslo: N. W. 
Damm & Søn:227-252.

Jensen, Ragnhild Steen & Pål Schøne: ”Kvinneledede 
virksomheter. Gjør det virkelig noen forskjell for bedrifters 
familievennlighet?” Sosiologisk Tidsskrift, 15:227-244. 

Jensen, Ragnhild Steen: ”Kvinner og eierskap – kjen-
netegn og motivasjon”. Søkelys på arbeidslivet, 24 
(1):25−31. 

Jensen, Ragnhild Steen: ”Kvinner, eierskap og familiebe-
drifter”. Magma, 10(6/2007):96−97. 

Karlsen, Rune & Bernt Aardal: ”Politisk dagsorden og 
sakseierskap”. In: Bernt Aardal (Ed.), Norske velgere. 
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InstItute economy

Institute activities are funded in the main by 
the Norwegian Research Council and the public 
sector. Commissions from the private sector at 
home and abroad represent a smaller fraction 
of our revenue (Figure 1). 
 Projects generate income through overhead. 
In 2007 income generated amounted to NOK 
10.304.613, covering administrative, service-
related and infrastructure costs. 
 In addition to project revenue, the Norwegian 
Research Council allocates an adjustable annu-
al basic grant. In 2007, it was NOK 7,712,000 or 
18 per cent of the Institute’s overall revenue of 

Figure 2. Annual results, 1998-2007. 1000 NOK.

   Figure 1. Main financial sources. Mill. NOK per year

NOK 41,837 m. The Norwegian Research Council 
also finances the Institute’s Strategic Institute 
Programmes (SIP), accounting for around 4 per 
cent of overall 2007 revenue. 
 The balance of the accounts is negative: NOK 
980,538 before financial times. After financial 
items, the negative balance is reduced to NOK 
263,655. The losses are not the result of ordina-
ry operations, but derive from estimated growth 
in future pension liabilities to the Norwegian 
Public Service Pension Fund of NOK 2,919,905.
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Isf events 2007
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Alle ønsker likelønn, men er det mulig? [Everybody wants 
equal pay, but is it possible?] 
Seminar on equal pay for men and women. Keynote 
speakers: Gunnar Stavrum, Hilde Bojer, Erling Barth, 
and Christl Kvam, Federation of Norwegian Professional 
Associations 
Institute for social research, Wednesday November 28

Kjønn & modernitet [Gender and Modernity] 
Seminar on gender and modernity. Keynote speakers: 
Jorun Solheim, Kari Nyheim Solbrække and Tian Sørhaug, 
Centre for Technology, Innovation and Culture.  
Institute for social research, Tuesday November 20

Frivillighetsmeldinga: Visjoner eller mangel på visjo-
ner? [White Paper on Volunteering: Visions or Lack of 
Visions?]Seminar on the white paper on voluntary work. 
Introductions by Karl Henrik Sivesind, Trine Schei Grande 
and Terje Winther. 
Institute for social research, Tuesday October 16

Ap, LO og demokrati [Labour Party, Norwegian 
Confederation of Trade Unions and Democracy] 
Seminar on the ties between the Norwegian Labour 
Party and the Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions.
Keynote speakers: Elin Haugsgjerd Allern, Kristin Clemet 
and Jorunn Bjørgum.  
Institute for social research, Thursday April 26

Økonomi – faget alle elsker å hate [Economics – The 
subject everyone loves to hate] 
Seminar on the position of economics among academics 
and in society. Keynote speakers: Kalle Moene, Bent 
Sofus Tranøy, Nils August Andresen, Einar Lie, and Ådne 
Cappelen.  
Institute for social research, Thursday March 15 
 

conferences anD workshops
The CINFOGO conference «Citizen Participation in Policy 
Making».  
The Create Centre, Bristol, February 14-15

The Annual Conference EALE 
University of Oslo, September 20-22

The CINEFOGO conference «The Normative implications 
of new forms of participation for democratic policy pro-
cesses»  
Hotel Colosseum, Rome, October 4.–5. October.

24-timersdemokratiet – demokrati, offentlighet og IKT [ 
Round-the-clock democracy – Democracy, Transparency 
and ICT] Oslo, 23 October 2007

Den nye velferdsstaten – politikkens abdikasjon? [The 
New Welfare State – Abdication of Politics?] 
Oslo, 15 November

International Conference on Culture and Power  
Holmen Fjordhotell, 13-15 December

Inkludering og ekskludering i arbeidslivet [Inclusion and 
Exclusion in the Labour Market] 
Institute for Social Research, May 24

Familieforskning – nye perspektiver [Family Studies – 
New Perspectives] 
Institute for social research, June 20

Offentlig politikk og frivillig organisering [Public Policy – 
Voluntary Organisations] 
Institute for Social Research, November 6

Forum for europeisk migrasjonshåndtering [Forum for 
European Migration Studies] 
November 16

Søkelys på lønn og lykke [Spotlight on wage and hap-
piness] 
Institute for Social Research, December 12 

Book semInars
Democracy and responsibility 
Presentation of Demokrati og ansvar by Henry Valen 
and Hanne Marthe Narud, in collaboration with Damm. 
Institute for Social Research, March 7

Norwegian voters. A study of the Storting Election 2005. 
Presentation of Bernt Aardal et al. Norske Velgere. En stu-
die av Stortingsvalget 2005. Institute for Social Research, 
August 21

Shared residence for children 
Release seminar for the book Delt bosted for barn by 
Kristin Skjørten, Hilde Lidén and Rolf Barlindhaug. 
Ministry of Children and Equality, January 26

vIlhelm auBert memorIal 
lecture
In cooperation with Department of Sociology and Human 
Geography at the University of Oslo, ISF annually hosts 
the «Vilhelm Aubert Memorial Lecture». 
 This year’s lecture was given by Nilüfer Göle, Professor 
of Sociology at Ecole des Hautes Etudes in Paris. 
Seminar at Institute for Social Research, September 12: 
Reflections on secular modernity in the light of Islam
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Key note speaker Jens Hoff at the conference The new 
welfare state - the abdication of politics? in November.

Kristin Skjørten and Karita Bekkemellem at the introdu-
cion of the book Delt bosted for barn (Shared residence 
for children) 

Professor Nilüfer Göle held this year’s Vilhelm 
Aubert Memorial Lecture - seminar at SF: 
Reflections on secular modernity in the light of Islam

Public lecture at the University of Oslo, September 13: 
Islam challenges social science: revisiting private-public

arvID BroDersen memorIal 
lecture
Starting in 1998 P.M. Røwde’s Foundation has held an 
annual public lecture in memory of Arvid Brodersen. 

This year’s lecture was given by Tom Colbjørnsen on 
From Hydro Power to Brain Power – Effect on Norwegian 
Working Life.  
Institute for Social Research, October 12

Key note speaker Kristin Clemet at the seminar Labour 
Party, Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions and 
Democracy
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